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(iv)

EDITORIAL

- - Research works on multidisciplinary subjects explore some of
thie ways which enrich human society. Muitidisciplinary research
works suggests socio-cultural and scientific problem solution of any
society. It contributes knowledge and understanding that inform
many of the ‘Big Strategic Questions® facing society today. Research
in these disciplines plays an essential role in enabling society to
anticipate, and respond to, unexpected challenges and change.

These processes and relationships could perhaps be described
as a ‘knowledge sphere’ or a ‘knowledge ecosystem’. The process
is not linear one. Research beneficiaries do not passively receive
information from research producers. Rather, researchers and
beneficiaries interact and will often work together to identify
problems and the means of overcoming them.

Today’s society is measured by the qualify of its cultural life.
Directly or through their students, academics in multiple disciplines
have made a great contribution to our cultural and intellectual well-
beingas these subjects help us to understand our heritage and culture,
and that of others. Research in these subjects is crucial to exploring
the nature of the communities within which we live and the
. communities with which we might interact. Their findings are seeq

as central to issues such as the effective delivery of public services
.and the proper organisation of the welfare state, and the formation
of iriternational aid policy and foreign policy.
educal\;:l:r:dd::::iplines researchers are ofter! irf‘ml"ed in
of benefit to the individua] and

tural activities
ers in these fields haye helped to

critical to quality of life. Research
change the way in wh; . s o
itselt% Y mwhich socjety (and the individualg within it) views

talso makes significant contributins fo inereact. -+
ntributions to Increasingly i
sectors of the economy, suc ol

. h as the creative and cultura] ; i
and heritage and tourism, tural industries,

v (v)

With the development of the global knowledge economy, it is
essential that citizens can regularly update, and develop, new sl.cllls.
Multiple disciplines research informs the development.of educational
policies that enable citizens to meet their fuil poteptml. .

Multiple disciplines research develops our understanding of
the complex social, political and cultural. cljanges created by the
growth of the global market, and draws on insights ﬁom_res?e}mhers
in anthropology, business, economics, geography, law, politics and
international relations, and sociology. These ;ese.a-rchers are w::ll
placed to help policy makers understand the p?lltlcal, economic,
cultural and technological impacts of globalisation. _

As per the significance of these type of .research works in
present time we have been bestowed with some lmport?pt research
works done in various subjects are enclosed in this journal and
intended an aim of the benefit to our society and as well as the
intellectual'development of the researchers.

It is our humble and keen attempt to_percolate knowledge
through this limited volume with the help of multidisciplinary
research studies. We are gratitude to our advisors and the members
for their immense help in the process of making an edited book.

Editors

Deep Dutta Hiran Dutta
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A Study on Dress Pattern of the Sonowal
Kachari’s of Lakhimpur District, Assam

Pankaja Duttq!
Minakshi Baruah?

Abstract .

The Sonowal Kacharis are one of the schedyle Bodo tribes which

fiegenng while coﬂeczmg the
Key words '

€y words : Sonowa] Kachans, Dregg Ppattern, Tokoyq, 1 khi
Introduction Pani

and ¢ ; ulture, Dye to

& symbolic cylg, 2 ultura] adaptation of Multiple eghy;
of differen; et Cveloped ; Assan (Sharm 2012[111(: groups
Culture, Mities are e fthe important l?an fi Dresses
OI Assamese

Gauhari Gz

Vers), e %
2, Lak}u'mpm- Ca W13

Girls "College, Lakhimpur
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Dresses vary from community to community fil:ld from society
to society. Almost all communities have some traditional dresses of
their own from which they can be recognized. o

Dresses are the indication of civilized societies. Due to climatic
influence, dresses differ from place to place.'The garments can also
act as an indication of whether the user is arich or poolr, whether .he
is a respectable person or an ordinary person. Acccn:dmg to Lownf,
there are three main motives for dresses such as (l)-n?ode:sty, (ii)
protection and (iii) improving one’s appearanc'e. In af:ldltlon3 it makffs
(iv) status or identification in the community to recognize one’s
sex, tribe, married or single condition and rank (Das, 1996).

In India, we have various types of dresses. In the north east
region of India we find different types of COlOL‘lrﬁJl'dl‘eSSeS amon;c:v
different communities. Each and every community FIIffEl‘S from eac'
other in their dressing style. The Sonowal I-{acl?arls also hav.e thf;ll‘
traditional dresses. However since they live in contact with the
modern Assamese people they generally wear dresses what the

- modern Assamese people use in their daily life.

Objectives ol
iectives of the present paper are as follows: _
Th; OEJ;E::: Sabout the dress pattern of the Sonowal Kachari

. To

impur district. .
Peoglt?r of;;.,kik:;g:)l)k on the colour combination and the raw materials
.To

”sei ir}l“thetj;;ssbi?(;ﬂy about the process of weaving, preservation
.Tos

ing of the dresses. - .
and farll:etmg :r also attempts to study the current changes in the
Pl T Z ﬂap and of the traditional dresses as well as it shows the
dzs:gn an :f";estem dresses over the traditional dresses in daily
minance :

life of the Sonowal Kachari people.

Fle,lrd of stll:;:lyork for the study was carried out in four villages of
i akh]']e e d':nict Assam under Boginadi Development Block. Thc
Lakhlimllil:rr cllistrit"jt was situated in the north bank of the river

m
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Brahmaputra and it is ope of the major centre of population
concentration of the Sonowal Kachari people.

The Sonowal Kacharis are one of the Bodo tribes which are
predominantly concentrated in the districts of Lakhimpur, Dibrugarh

istricts of Golaghat, Tinsukia

f washing the gold particles
from the sand of the rivers and therefore the prefix ‘Sonowal’ was
added to signify thep, (Bordoloi et al,, 1988). According to 2011
cen'sus, the Sonowal Kachari constitute 7,19, of the total] Scheduled
Tribes population of Assam with a

Population of 2,35,881.
Methodology

een taken whenever necessary.
Results and Discussinns
Different dresses

ngth is More t
part of the body), the “ripy

Worn occasigp,
‘dhoti’ (3 rect
(akind of shi
“chadgy gen

" (a piece of
> WO to cover the upper

h like the ‘chadgr and is
ally). The traditionga| dresses of men fo]

tradit Kinclude the
angular Plece of ¢lotp wo

™M at the wajst > the “kurta’
It) and the ‘chel!eng Chaday (a pi bl

han the breadt,
apiece of clot

erally White or ¢
€people we
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al Kacharis also include
e ”E"i Chada: (ahada'r' made of muga silk), the “kopahi mek feg
chadar‘ (znekze !a Cchadar made of cotton yarnc) etc. ”[:he r;:e:]n'd "
;haital(gzih;?women occasionally wear a ‘tokoya’ (a ki
on
D h‘:;‘i;s and the girls of the Sonowal Ka(;j:)ar;
TR LICHIE are fast becoming a fashion. The young ryc
people mo'dem dreS;ti?:tS pair of trousers, jackets, half pantst Oe S.
fvl;]t'lontlle;t;;;egegsirls v\’/ear skirts, frocks, salwar — kameez, tops,
ile o A
Jeans pants etc. in their d:;g’ol:::i Knchani pople cover their boc:l};
e thlen shawls, sweaters, etc. which they b:ugm
Ailuatist Chaia:’ t{iﬁwﬁ:ver sometimes the w:)menfolk prefer
from the market. themselves. -
ey s an(lj Itil;': issv::;e;zlzfed with dresses. In religlzsz
Religious or Somla the priest but all the devotees weairo E:Yy -
pfrfom;an: 35: c::r?ensty wears ordinary dresses but occas
Clean cloths.

i 2 f the
Wears special dres.s‘:.sc;n of some of the traditional dresses o
A brief descripti

Sonowal Kacahﬂ.pfhoj mekhela is a kind of gov;: :;ris fglded
(1) MEkheh.] ‘draped from the waist downwar The mekhela is

Womenfolk. It is und the waist and tucked 1n.- g M

into pleats to fit 3:: married women, the unmarried g

€enerally worn by the

i material
oethsla occasmlnaﬂi;s of different shades are used as raw
Raw material: ya

. les. Occasionally the Sonowal
in making mekhelas Oitif::r:;,sisam silk, tassar silk and muga
K.achari HEApISVRE :;}ff‘ereﬂt kinds of mekhe:!as. e
Silk yarns to wea.ve ion: the Sonowal Kachari peop en colour
Colour combination: car mekhelas of yellow aﬂd‘ greha (14%
™ekhelas. They prefer to]‘; first day of the month of J-Bod i home
Very often. However m]t r religious ceremonies Orgamzeomenfolk
I5% April) and in an): 2 1:Iace of worshiping God) the w
Or in the ‘Namghar
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prefer to wear white coloured mekhelas as they consider the white
colour as a symbol of purity and cleanliness,

- (i) Chadar: the chadar is a long piece of cloth which couples
with the mekhela to make a complete dress, The length of a chadar
is almost 2m and 70 cm and the breadth is 90 cm., The chadar has its
one end tucked into the waist and the rest draped gver and around
the rest of the body, However, traditionally they wear the chadar in
adifferent style, They use the chadgy to cover the body from breast

to;somew}}at below the knee, They prefer to wear the chadar in this
way only in some special occasiong,

3m. In the past rihg was uged
. by the
18 used as a part of the brida] ap: Womenfolk by

Raw materia[s - in order o pre

_ Ik, mugg iy and tassar gij are used as the raw

yarns of Assanm g
7.« INaterial,
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(v) Gamacha: The gamocha generally indicate the Assam;;e
towel. It’s a rectangular piece of cloth mad‘e of cott'on tza'm‘.ia tz
gamochas are used by the Sonowal Kachari Peo?le in en-aSi :ﬂs
day life. Different types of gamochas are |.Jsed in dlflf:;en:roct:;an th‘;
The gamochas used in special occasions are long

amochas of daily use. _ .
) Raw materials: The gamochas ar¢ predomma.ntly 223];:::3:5 r(;:
cotton yarns but occasionally Assam silk yarn 1s us
material,

ite in colour with a
ST amochas are Whit
Colour combination: Thege same as that of the Assamese

they use yellow coloured

combination of red bordel:sol. :
Bamochas. However traditionally

ured.

times green colo o

gam: c,:mls( antd S‘CI"?: Icw'l ta 1gsr akind of shirt which is popular among
vi) Kurta:

’ - ilable in
the Sonowal Kachari as ‘ Punjabi sola’. The ker tal:etare T;:anl-nen oIk
the market and the people buy thel:]{;ro$l::‘.: rc::'a:rea;n in colour.

P Tt Y
it with the dhoti. It is genera by the
COl.lple“lt wit . The fokoya is a kind of head gear worn yh.t
(vii) Tokoya: £ the Sonowal Kachari tribe. It is generallty \‘Val 1t°
marrj men o material to
ora;:;::: (i)n colour. Cotton yarns are used as the raw

Prepare a tokoya.

Weaving hari people are expert in
owal Kachari pe
The womenfolk of t:ed:;l:stic requirements of clothes come

Weaving and most of th household possesses a loom of

. t every house .

from the family loom. Almos the Sonowal Kachari

its own, Weaving is considered asl:z:t :::;:i% own and thus every
a

People. Every household has from her mother-in-law. The women

; inherits a loom .
daughter-in-law inherits & simple design for daily use to very fine
Weave the clothes from very It is important to know the art

rtistic design to wear occasionally. s Imporant 1 o
of weaving for every girl of the Sonow:

i iful
ave their traditional dresses with beautifu
®very woman can we -

desigp,
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Loom _ s

The Sonowal Kachar; people generally weaye their dresses in
their looms, A handioom is

; nd
generally composed of the following Changes : Design and Dema
implements: )

ST ign of the traditional
ticed in the.design o
Some changes have been no in the demand of those
is as well as in .
o Ueha ' fresses of Sonowal Kac}]:: 1:1 atlsle dresses may create attraction to
(i) Chereki dresses. Designs and m°t.' itis diffused from one group
d designs and thus | Kachari
(iii) Maky ; the local weavers an 2). The weavers of the Sonowal Ka
() Tuluthg ’ to another (Mahan, 2012). The
) Chali-Mgyi

I i s are
designed ‘mekhela chadar’ is sold at rs.1000-1500 if the yarn
provided to the weavers.

ith some new designs
community now-a-days weave the drosses WIstses with new designs
(vi) Nachan; POPm:IIar int{he market. Sometimes theydblgfr;aditional dresses is
(i) Nachani- jop; from the market also. The demti?] . They usually prefer to wear
(viii) Jatgy . decreasing among the y oung ge.n em,rh e ;raditional dresses are worn
(&) Letai Mmodern dresses in their c}anly life. aid that only the married women
& Muhyrg ete | only occasionally. It can, in fact, be s
All these together fory,

i ition of
f | Kachari community are keeping the tradm.on
| o owa ‘
_ _ an indispengip|e Part of 3 oo, _ thF So}x: vl Kacharl com
e ' | Wearing their

Conclusion : . data collected from nine
their dresses with is based on the primary data ¢ ut gome light
suitcases or drobes wrEsses in +o0den boxes of frunks o — paf:!:dﬁmpllr district, Assam _whl?h meslt?(l;c}lgff ‘people
which save"tlr: wd;lzdrobes. They pyt somg Naphthalepe balls there Villages of . al dress pattern of the Sonowaeo o of S eal
engaged ; e sses ﬁqm__msects. Usually the Womenfoik are on .the tr.admon It has been observed that the p t pewom by the
& gaged in ﬂ“_s work. They take out the dresgeg from the boxes residing in Assanf- enerally wear the dresses that ar iom oy the
T:m tm:: to time and Pat the in the sunlight ang fresh air Kachari community fse community. Only on some Srecay
1S 18 . : : . it way.
condition:nl'lz ;:3? me: \:}?lr:th f aseeps the dresses in good ?l?;;%h\zgaufglgeﬁstiam;tional dresses in the traditional
- . . ast for after cars . : . Assam, Part 11,
the dr;m sels the':y At them Ty in light and only ;’& o t l?ﬁer wearing References GC. Sharma Thakur. 1988. T;:gi; :&f; h :; Castes, |
“ompletely drieq they keep them in the boxes ® dresses are Bordoloi, BN. andstimie of Research for Tribal f;“ Guwehati, Sangam
Marketing Properly, Guwahati, As %6 Egn ial and Cultural Anthropology , .
> o 1996. So ;
The Sonows) gaep. . Das, R.C. _Ahom of Assam, India as an
& iden of cpr. - ~2S0AM pegnle - Prakash, , ong the Tai-
The idea of selling the ¢ Othespis cave the clothes for daily yge, Mahan, B, 2012. Silk Industry am
smeil section of the .~ 10t popyy

i among them,

Journal of Scientific and Research Publi-
they In the - .
Owe: ) prOcesS of s
» v s give do not sell the cloghe ; elling

ional
Attraction of Tourist. Internations

: unity in Assam,
| S 12. Socio- Cultural Aspcctsl loleg"-"“ Cormm
Sharma, M. 2012, h Journal, 111: 29.
thes in the Market. International Referred Researc:
S then the Weavers . o000
O them, The buyerg
5. A

Tl set of simple
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